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Introduction by David Nabarro  

1. I congratulate His Grace Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic, Permanent Observer of the Holy See 
Mission in Geneva, together with the Permanent Mission of the Order of Malta to the United 
Nations in Geneva and the Caritas in Veritate Foundation for organizing this event.   

 
2. I am honoured to be sitting alongside His Eminence Peter Kodwo Appiah Cardinal 

Turkson, Prefect of the Dicastery for promoting Integral Human Development.  Cardinal 
Turkson has inspired me through his explanations of how human rights agreements and the 
2030 Agenda are central to the worldwide work of the Catholic Church in helping to chart our 
common futures.  In these introductory remarks I focus on a) governing with common purpose; 
b) implementing the 2030 Agenda, and c) development based on human rights  

 

I Governing with Common Purpose 

3. Governance that promotes division, fragmentation and protective action is quickly 
reported in the news.   Yet – in my experience - there is a much greater and unreported 
convergence of attention, within governments everwhere, on safeguarding both the future of 
persons in our world and the natural resources on which they depend.   

 

4. This common purpose is well captured in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
which emerged in September 2015 after three years of negotiations between governments.  It 
is the plan to be followed between now and 2030 to ensure a decent future for the world’s 
people and for the planet.  There is no other plan agreed by world leaders.  And it is worth 
remembering that we do not have a spare planet if we fail to manage this one properly.    

II Implementing the 2030 Agenda – four thoughts  

5. How we can best be successful in implementing this 2030 Agenda.  First, recognize its 
common values: all people everywhere should be able to access the basic needs, resources and 
opportunities that they require for healthy, fulfilling and prosperous lives.  There is no 
justification for the perpetuation of extreme poverty, indignity, hardship and suffering for 
anyone in today’s world.   

 
6. Second, follow its principles.  It is people-centred and planet-sensitive; universal and 

interconnected; calling for interdisciplinary action in ways that involve partnering by multiple 
actors, with non-violent means for resolving conflict.   

 



7. Third, see the goals (and targets) as an indivisible tapestry.  The 17 goals look to the 
future of our planet and her people.  They cover the domains of humanitarian action, 
realization of human rights, peace and security and development.    

 
8. Fourth, remember that every person matters.  Member states have agreed that the new 

agenda be implemented in ways that are inclusive and leave no-one behind.  That means 
recognizing that every human has rights.  It means paying constant attention to the relationship 
between people and those who bear a duty to them – both for now and the future.  Indeed the 
2030 Agenda can only be fully implemented if the rights of each human being are respected 
and realized.   

III A development agenda based on human rights  

9. Human rights help us to appreciate that implementing the 2030 Agenda has scientific, 
political and moral rationale.  Rights are absolute and indivisible, apply to all of us, regardless.  
Nowhere is this more evident than on the issue of today.   

 
a. The science is well documented.  Inability to maintain hygiene affects the 

nutrition, growth, health and learning of children, women and men.  It 
undermines the economic and social development of women and men, 
especially women.   

b. The morality is evident.  Women, disabled people and older persons whose 
rights to water and sanitation are not realized experiences multiple indignities, 
perils and disadvantages.  Responding is a task for us all.   

c. The political commitment is within the 2030 Agenda and that reminds us of the 
need to accelerate action at scale.   
 

10. We are here today because the issue, for us, is supremely important.  We want to 
reflect, hear of new approaches and identify solutions that will work.  I am honoured to share 
the moment with you.   
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      Cardinal Peter Kodwo Turkson,  Vatican City.  
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Your Excellency, the Permanent Observer of the Holy See; Your Excellencies: 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Distinguished Organizers and Members of the 

Assembly, it is a pleasure to be back in the Palais des Nations and to greet you all again 

on behalf of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development of the Holy See. 

I am thus honored to have, again, the occasion to share a brief reflection on human rights 

to safe drinking water and sanitation.  

 

1- INTRODUCTION 

Every day we are bombarded with bad news about the atrocities that we humans can do, 

harming each other and nature. Today, however, we are here to share a piece of good 

news. This is about the global will to formalise and strengthen the access to water and 

sanitation as a human right.  

 

These questions are not marginal, but basic and pressing. Basic, because where there is 

water there is life, making it possible for societies to spring up and advance. Pressing, 

because our common home needs to be protected. Yet it must also be realized that not 

all water is life-giving, but only water that is safe and of good quality.1  Water is a natural 

resource vital for the survival of humanity and all species on earth. As a good of creation, 

water is destined for all human beings and their communities. God intended the earth 

and all it contains for the use of all, so that all created things would be shared fairly by 

humankind under the guidance of justice tempered by charity2.  

 

2- Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation 

                                                           
1 WHO The WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(JMP) Report 2017 available at: http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/258617/1/9789241512893-

eng.pdf?ua=1 . 
2 Cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Gaudium et Spes, 69. 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/258617/1/9789241512893-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/258617/1/9789241512893-eng.pdf?ua=1
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It has to be agreed that, since air and water are essential to life, they should be considered 

common goods of nature – goods that belong to all humanity and all living beings. There 

is no doubt that air is everyone’s and for everyone. Therefore it has occurred to no one 

to use air distribution as an instrument of power, given its presence everywhere. Water 

is at the center of economic and social development: it is vital in order to maintain health, 

grow food, generate energy and create jobs while sustaining the natural environment. 

However, a fair and equitable global water management is far from achievement. The 

Catholic Church throughout the last decades has repeatedly highlighted to  the 

international community the importance of access to water as a basic human right and a 

common good.  This has been reaffirmed in many documents from the Catholic Church 

starting from the Social Doctrine, through different encyclical letters to the latest 

statements of the His Holiness Pope Francis or representatives of the Catholic Church.3 

 

In parallel to the Church’s position on the right of access to water, the international 

community has given increased importance to this pressing issue. During the last 

decades and with particular reference to the debates related to the fight against poverty, 

conservation and exploitation of ecosystems, or renewable and non-renewable resources 

the crucial role of water in development processes, as well as in the strategies of 

international cooperation, has absolutely been expanded and recognized as a key issue 

of international law. This awareness was enhanced for the first time by the United 

Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat I) that was held in Vancouver 

(Canada) in 1976, followed by initiatives such as the UN decision to call the “Water for 

Life” Decade (2005-2015), with the creation in various Governments and International 

Organizations of programs dedicated to its complex issues and problems. These 

initiatives paved the way for the launch of policies, strategies and actions by States and 

International Organizations aimed at dealing with the complex problems of water, such 

as: safety and quantity; affordable quantitative, responsible and sustainable use; as well 

as loss and waste of this resource. 

To date, the most advanced position in international soft-law with regard to the inter-

relationship between water and human rights is represented by the UN General 

Assembly (UNGA) non-binding resolution of 2015 which foresees that “[…] the human 

right to safe drinking water and sanitation as components of the right to an adequate 

standard of living are essential for the full enjoyment of the right to life and all human 

                                                           
3 Cf. Holy See presence and contributions at World Water Fora (2003 at Kyoto, 2006 at Mexico City, 

Istanbul in 2009, Marseille in 2012…. Cf. Acqua un Elemento Essenziale per la Vita, PCJP, Libreria 

Vaticano, Città del Vaticano,  2013). 
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rights”4. Making such access a human right is the result of a long process of international 

and intergovernmental negotiations, with the concurrence of relevant rules, different in 

nature – conventional, compulsory, binding or between soft and hard law – and which 

had a systematic formulation in 2002 by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights (CESCR). Called upon to explain the significance of a self-standing 

right to water and its juridical coherence to the corpus of international human rights law, 

the CESCR reaffirmed that, living on Earth, human condition on the planet and search 

for improving social and economic standards have an intrinsic link with water usage and 

management5. The UNGA proclaimed in 2010 the Declaration on the Human Right to 

Water and Sanitation as an instrument that recognizes this right through different 

positions, and considers water “essential for the full enjoinment of life and all human 

rights”6. Jointly with the CESCR intervention, the UNGA declares the right to water and 

sanitation consistent with principles and rules of international law, considering it even a 

prerequisite for the enjoyment of other rights. Both of these above-mentioned 

pronouncements clearly indicate that water plays a crucial role in accomplishing the 

outcomes of projects, investments, and levels of quality, both in development processes 

and in intergovernmental policies on cooperation. It is linked to sustainable development 

and its achievement as well. Nowadays, the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, 

interrelated with SDG 2, envisages outlines in the Agenda for development 20307 and 

explains these considerations through a functional approach: the access to water, and 

particularly its rational use, conservation, preservation from pollution and management 

are considered significant challenges for the current domestic and international policies.  

 

Indeed, for the Church, every instance of a global consensus, facilitated by the UN or 

not, to accept that some rights are fundamental, perennial and universal, is a proof that 

we (humanity) know how to recognise our deep identity and common human dignity, 

inscribed by God in his creatures (cf. CSDC, 304).  

Thus, the fact that we have formally committed to realizing the SDGs and accepted some 

rights as basic ones, such as the rights of workers to have a decent wage, or the right of 

                                                           
4 United Nations – General Assembly, The human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Resolution 

A/RES/70/169, 17 December 2015, available at 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/169 
5 United Nation-Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rihttp://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/water/docs/CESCR_GC_15.pdfghts, General Comment No. 15 

(2002) The right to water, Doc. E/C.12/2002/11, 2003 available at 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/water/docs/CESCR_GC_15.pdf 
6 Resolution 64/292, in United Nations – General Assembly, The Human Right to Water and Sanitation, 

para. 1, available at http://www.un.org/es/comun/docs/?symbol=A/RES/64/292&lang=E 
7 United Nations – General Assembly, Resolution 70/1, 25 September 2015, available at 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/169
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/water/docs/CESCR_GC_15.pdf
http://www.un.org/es/comun/docs/?symbol=A/RES/64/292&lang=E
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citizens to be free from any unjustified oppression, or the right of people to have freedom 

of movement or the possibility of economic development, is a very happy development. 

However, we know that without solid foundations, our resolutions and declarations of 

rights are not necessarily respected. In every continent we still have serious challenges 

to resolutions and declared rights, such as: problems on workers being exploited, 

citizens being oppressed, migrants being criminalised, and people struggling to develop 

in an integral way. This shows that the implementation of resolutions and human rights 

is not easy, and that they are subject to multiple interpretations that often weaken, rather 

than strengthen human dignity and the common good. 

Accordingly, I would like, now, to suggest how fundamental and indispensable it is to 

ground the debate on the right to water and sanitation in its anthropological foundations.  

3. -Foundations of the right to water and sanitation 

a) Basic human need 

Some people and countries would argue that the right to water and sanitation has to be 

considered a human right because it is a basic human need, necessary to fulfil any other 

human activity. 

For the Church, this is partly true. In his social encyclical Laudato Si’, On the Care for 

Our Common Home (n. 30), Pope Francis reaffirms that “access to safe drinkable water 

is a basic and universal human right, since it is essential to human survival and, as such, 

is a condition for the exercise of other human rights”. In fact, we as humans receive life 

and refreshment from the earth’s waters (cf. LS, 2). Without water there’s no human 

life, hence no point in discussing any human right. 

However strong the argument about water as a basic human need is, it is by no means 

the only one. I would say it is just the first step to convince ourselves about why the 

right to water and sanitation is essential. But if we want this right to be respected and 

properly implemented by all nations, we need to walk further and enter into the 

complexities of this right.  

b) Freedom and entitlement 

In order to broaden the foundations of the right to water and sanitation, other people and 

countries in the UN argue that this right is more linked to human freedom and 

entitlement, not just to basic needs. In this sense, every person deserves to be free from 

arbitrary disconnection and contamination of water sources.  
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This is also true for the Church. When people are not free to drink the most basic natural 

element that allow them to survive, i.e. water, this is because there is a patent social 

injustice. Therefore, the lack of access to water not only affects the dignity of those who 

cannot drink it or use it, but also affects the common good. Moreover, the fact that some 

people are free from that disconnection and contamination of water sources and others 

are not, reflects how unequal a society has been organised. As Pope Francis points out 

in Laudato Si’ (cf. 48; 24), water pollution particularly affects the poor who, for 

example, cannot buy bottled water. These people are more prone to diseases such as 

dysentery and cholera, which, among other things, are causes of infant mortality.  

We can see how inequality in access to water generates other social inequalities, which 

prevent a society to develop in a justly and in an integral or sustainable way. And 

inequalities that foment further injustices normally result in the violation of human 

rights and other conflicts. Humanity as a common family cannot afford this. 

To present the right of access to water and sanitation not just as a basic human need but 

also as a crucial element of freedom, is a necessary second valid step to cement the basis 

of this right. However, we would still need to walk further and explore the causes of the 

problems around water. It is not enough to describe the symptoms; we also need to delve 

deep into the causes of the problem, which leads us to the matter of current access and 

water supply.  

c) Access and supply 

Delegations of some countries, many of them inspired by social movements, have 

argued that the problem of the right to water goes beyond basic needs and freedom. It is 

fundamentally about how people access water and how it is supplied.  

This is connected to the role of the state in supplying water to the population and to the 

issue around participation, i.e. how people participate in the water supply and 

distribution. It is also connected to the debate about how we address water altogether. Is 

it a basic element for life, a common natural element which should be available for all, 

a public good? Or can it be considered merely a commodity and hence be privatised?  

Without this discussion, any declaration about the human right to water and sanitation 

risk becoming weak. We could end up trying to protect ordinary people from abuse of 

power by declaring that access to water is a human right, by paradoxically further 

empowering those who have already the power to access clean water and profit from its 

distribution. International human rights, if they are to be solid and compelling, have yet 
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to prove that they are strong tools in confronting issues of economic injustice, such as 

unequal access to water. 

St John Paul II, who emphasised the central place of human rights for the promotion of 

social justice and peace, highlighted the strong link between the right of people to seek 

for political organisation with the universal destination of the goods (cf Laborem 

Exercens, 19; Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 33; Centesiumus Annus, 31). In other words, the 

basic elements that God has created and that mother Earth provides, elements without 

which humans cannot live, are part of our common home, hence common goods that 

every inhabitant should have access to. Thus, any society that denies the access to water 

to some, is in fact betraying its most precious human foundations. 

For this reason, and following St John Paul II, Pope Francis reinforced that “the principle 

of the subordination of private property to the universal destination of goods, and thus 

the right of everyone to their use, is a golden rule of social conduct and “the first 

principle of the whole ethical and social order” (LS, 93). It is the basis for a type of 

development that aims at being sustainable and at promoting human rights (cf. ibid.).  

I know that this is complex, especially if we consider that as problems of current urban 

areas. In fact, somebody has to be in charge of distributing clean water to urban citizens, 

which would rarely be able to do it by themselves. And this is linked with the economic 

system and the political organisation, as well as with how we ‘consume’  and ‘waste’ 

water in cities. 

But even in rural areas, where water is more directly and patently related to life, ordinary 

people, especially the most disadvantaged, struggle to have access to it. Because of this, 

for example, many agricultural communities in Africa cannot grow their crops, their 

animals die, and they have to migrate, generating great suffering and more conflicts. 

This leads me to the last step or topic I would like to mention as a contribution to build 

up a solid basis for the human right to water and sanitation: the connection between 

water as a human right and water as a right of the Earth. 

d) Humans and ecosystems 

Water is needed for all sources of life, not just for human life. Without water, or with 

polluted water, not only humans cannot live. The entire ecosystem struggles. Hence, the 

right to water necessarily integrates human and nature, society and ecosystems, the 

rights of humans and the rights of our mother Earth. This is what Pope Francis calls 

‘integral ecology’. Human environment and the natural environment are integrated, not 

separated, and they develop or deteriorate together. Therefore, if we want to adequately 
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combat the human and social problem around access to water, we also need to address 

its ecological aspect (cf Laudato Si’, 48). Addressing them together allows us to identify 

more clearly the roots of the problem. 

When an industrial activity contaminates sources of water, something that sadly happens 

often in Africa and Latin America, for example, it affects individuals, communities and 

their environments. It is not just about human water-related diseases, but also about 

plants and animal water-diseases. It is also about the loss of the fertility of the soil, and 

the loss of biodiversity, losses that will cause even more harm and conflicts. For this 

reason, if we are to debate the right of water, I invite you to consider what the human 

attitude with which we contaminate water is. I invite you to discuss how a short-term 

mentality that prioritise profit rather than life, or the attitude of exploitation over 

cooperation, or the attitude of indifference over responsibility and solidarity, lead us to 

violate the right to water. Because if we are to declare and implement the right to water 

and sanitation, we need to move away from these negative attitudes which cause huge 

ecological problems and conflicts, and also make it impossible or difficult for some 

people to have access to the most basic element of our mother Earth.  

Conclusion 

An integral approach to human rights can help us to cement a solid basis upon which we 

can not only declare, but above all implement the right to water and sanitation for all. 

For that, we need to go further than the basic needs or freedom approach. We need to 

debate about the nature of water as a socio-ecological good. We also need to debate 

about how do we want to organise and use these goods, and about how we can change 

the roots that causes the violation of the right to water.  
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS TO SAFE DRINKING WATER & 
SANITATION (HRWS)

Common Good & Common Wealth: Trade and Water



 Demand for water expected to 

rise by 55% by 2030 while global 

water resources may only meet 

60% of the world`s needs;

Water Use at 10% more water 

than is sustainable longer-term;

Urbanization, climate change, 

fast population growth, 

economic inequalities, pollution, 

and lifestyle changes etc etc

WATER DEMAND & WATER AVAILABILITY



SOCIAL-CULTURAL GOOD/ECONOMIC 
GOOD

People-Centred: HRWS puts people into the centre of all 

efforts to distribute water resources in a just way and to provide 
access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. 

Policy Roadmap for the progressive realization 

of HRWS:  The creation of national, regional and international 

water strategies and definition of indicators

Government Obligation (Respect, Protect  and 

Fulfil)  - Paying sufficient attention to disadvantaged and 

marginalized groups - equitable access to water for personal and 

domestic use and water management systems, including 

sustainable rain harvesting and irrigation technology. 



•Governments are obliged to 

give the protection of human 
rights – (whether through 
public, private sector) ensuring 
priority over economic policy 
and international trade treaties.

Regulate and Control water 

consumption and water 
supply. 



“water has an economic 
value in all its competing 
uses and should be 
recognized as an economic 
good”1992 Dublin Principles (fourth 
principle)

- Important to differentiate 
between the economic value 
viz. commercial use of water 
resources.

WATER GAINS, Financial Opportunity, 
SAFE HAVEN



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN 

PROCESSES OF TRADE AND WATER 

• Concerns re over-exploitation of water resources & the 
Impact of international trade agreements on national 
environmental policies. 

• Despite the Principle of Subsidiarity – WRM remains highly 
political and under the jurisdiction of Sovereign States.



FINANCING THE HRWS

Duty of governments to 
control whether trade 
negotiations to liberalise and 
deregulate the markets
would lead to a reduction of 
the national scope of action 
in meeting the obligations to 
HRWS.

What are the policies of 

International Financial Institutions 

and the existing trade regimes 

and how do they support HRWS? 

 How will trade in water and 

wastewater services in the 

context of SDG 6 realization 

impact on the human right to 

water? 

 Can governments give priority to 

the socio-economic factor   and  

reverse economicalisation of 

water in order to protect the 

human right to water without 

being sanctioned? 

• RESPECT, PROTECT, 
FULFIL



CONCERNS ON PRICING 
AFFORDABILITY

• Assuring price stability? 

• Automatic passing-on of foreign 
exchange risks to the end-
consumers  could result in a shift 
of the ratio of water expenditure 
viz. other personal expenditure to 
the disadvantage of other human 
rights

• Family incomes are paid in the 
national currency viz. price of 
water being guided by international 
financial aspects? 

• Should service providers be 
subsidizing private households 
to guarantee a uniform base 
price as an indispensable 
minimum?

SUFFICIENT WATER 
QUANTITIES

• Different Pricing for 
Different areas:  =  
violates non-
discriminatory access to 
water? 
• Regulatory agency duty to 

annul this difference 

Pricing systems (e.g. 
progressive pricing) = 
could put the poorest parts 
of the population at a 
disadvantage = social 
discrimination. 

Water shortages lead to 
fluctuations in water quality 
= Social discrimination



TRANSPARENCY

• Is there transparency during the 
bidding procedures? 

• Is the underlying information 
should be publicly available? - a 
precondition to participate in 
compliance with human rights.

• Are there formalised participation 
procedures?

• There is a duty to consult those 
groups affected when the 
regulatory agency and the private 
concessionaires make their 
decisions.  



BINATIONAL/MULTINATIONAL TRADE 
LIBERALISATION

SDGs have defined a 
Means of Implementation in 
which all governments, 
international organisations
and private companies will 
be called upon to realize 
universal access.

Challenge is the framework  
for engaging the private 
setor in particular has not 
been provided under the 
SDG framework.  

Governments bind 
themselves to credit 
agreements, trade treaties 
and private investment 
agreements 

BUT, Water should not be 
commodified…..

Duty of governments  to 
ensur the course of action  
aligns with norms and 
principles  = compliance -
prioritization in planning and 
resources allocation 
/mobilization; adequate laws 
and policies; independent 
regulation . etc etc



Private Sector Contribution 
for the Access to Water for All

Denys Neymon

CEO Treatment Infrastructure

SUEZ



SUEZ at a glance

83,000 employees on 5 continents

€15.3 billion turnover in 2016

€74,000,000 invested in Research & Innovation 

5,3 billion m3  of water produced

4,3 billion m3 of biologically treated wastewater

10 million people supplied with desalinated drinking water

400,000 industrial and services customers
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Strong urban growth of cities in the south

Private Sector Contribution for the Access to Water for All  – Denys Neymon 3 I

In 2050    + 3 bn inhabitants in Africa and Asia

0,9 bn
inhabitants

live in shanty towns



Growing resources scarcity

Private Sector Contribution for the Access to Water for All  – Denys Neymon 4 I

By 2035

40%
of the world’s population

will live in areas affected by 

water stress 

If nothing is done, 

global warming could cause 

sea levels to rise by approximately

by the end of the century

fresh water per inhabitant



Significant inequalities in access to services

Private Sector Contribution for the Access to Water for All  – Denys Neymon 5 I

2.5 bn
inhabitants

without access

to sanitation services

0.8 bn
inhabitants

without access

to drinking water



Contents

• What place for and what added value from the private 

sector to the Access to Water for All

• Research, Innovation and Technology

• Financing

• Some concrete examples of contributions

• Engagement

• Non-profit field

• Current activities
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Distinguished panelists, ladies and gentlemen, 

I am pleased to participate in this panel as Caritas Internationalis Representative in Geneva. 

First and foremost, let me begin by thanking the Caritas in Veritate Foundation for publishing this report of 
paramount importance: “Water and human rights, a Catholic perspective on the human right to water” 

Caritas Internationalis is a global Catholic Confederation of 165 members, present in 200 countries. Our 
involvement as Caritas in water and sanitation is a means for promoting integral human development. In every 
continent, Caritas organizations carry out projects to improve access to water and sanitation for poor and 
vulnerable people; in view of this publication, we invited our Caritas Members from Malawi, Senegal and Burkina 
Faso to contribute with case studies from Africa.  

The case studies from Latin America are brought by REPAM (RED ECLESIAL PANAMAZONICA) particularly through 
REPAM Human Rights Commission, which Caritas is part of.   

I would like to summarize the main outcomes of these good practices. 

All of the case Studies focus on access to water. They show concerns, illustrate best practices and 
recommendations. They show the different connotations according to the contexts. Lack of Access to water in a 
context of Scarcity, or lack of access to water in a context of Abundance, caused by inequalities. In all cases, 
water and sanitation stands out as one of the Key priorities of Caritas work.  

The report shows how the enjoyment of the right to water can be severely restricted, as a result of other 
factors:  
For example, the Vulnerability of the enjoyment of the right to water, linked to mining and economical 
activities. REPAM shows us the threat to survival and dignity of Amazonia population, because the access to 
potable water is altered by mining and economical activities, which are damaging the environment, 
contaminating clear water sources with chemicals, and generating ecosystem’s alteration. 

Amazonia, as shared by REPAM, faces the large-scale natural resources extraction, severe inequality problems 
regarding the distribution of fundamental natural resources.  

The case study by REPAM shows the impact of an industrial corridor in the lower, middle and upper Tapajos river. 
Large companies exploit it as a provider of energy resources and as a route for transporting commodities. Several 
mega-projects related to hydroelectric plants are being carried outside legal requirements where indigenous 
tribes, and other inhabitants are not consulted, as required by the ILO 169. 

Vulnerability of the enjoyment to the right to water linked to the use of land. REPAM states that the land use 
management has changed, before there was a diversity of agricultural produced in the same plot, today, only 
monocultures. 

They are witnesses of inequitable allocation of lands, forced transfer of land ownership from smallholders to 
enterprises, which implies forest clearance on a large scale, communities unable to use their ancestral roads, 
neither hunt nor fish freely, as well as communities left without land.  



As they say, “We are the new Amazonia people, those without land, forests and water” 

Africa case studies show us that global natural conditions, demographic pressure on sensitive natural resources, 
limited water services coverage (people forced to use water that is unsafe, or bitter), increasing water demand 
on drinking water and sanitation are important challenges. Inequalities between rural communities too. 

Furthermore, low accessibility, long distances to fetch safe and clean water (not in line with UN Sphere 
Standards) inadequate funding, quality of water, lack of structures due to obsolescence and poor quality of the 
hand pumps installed on water points, (low quality materials) as well as lack of maintenance by local communities 
(in most cases, communities are not fully consulted and sensitized to take ownership) are also challenges, as 
stated.  

Caritas at local level have raised that, in many cases, there is no match between the needs of the population and 
the sources of water supply, in quantity, quality and spatial distribution. 

The problem of access to drinking water and sanitation is a central axis of the work for those national Caritas. 
Through hydraulic technicians, sociologists, project managers and facilitators they raise awareness, inform and 
train beneficiaries in the management of hydraulic work and sanitation. 

But, these good practices also show that is extremely important for a positive impact: 

• To take into account the communal development plans. 
• The alignment with national policies. To involve municipal authorities, regional directorates 
• The robust engagement of all stakeholders. 
• The traditional authorities’ involvement in setting up management bodies. 
• To establish and to capacitate water management committees as public commitment. 
• To provide Adequate funding for the WASH sector, at all levels, the local one included. 
• Management of water, sanitation and hygiene as demand-driven not as supply driven. 
• More dialogue must be developed and enhanced at the local level. 
• Water treatment solutions adopted. 
• Establishing linkages between water, sanitation and hygiene issues in water policy. 

Finally, the case studies also raise some recommendations for governments and the United Nations 
Mechanisms as:  

• To recognize the full range of violations of the right to water and sanitation and ensure access to justice 
for all such violations (Following the report from U.N. Special Rapporteur on the Human Right to Safe 
Drinking Water and Sanitation presented to HRC at 27th Session) 

• To raise awareness on economic, social and cultural rights and the human right to water and 
sanitation, in particular, so that individuals know their rights and are able to claim. 

• Ensure that national human rights institutions and other relevant bodies have an explicit mandate to: 
Identify and address violations of the right to water and sanitation, adopting a comprehensive 
approach. Receive complaints of violations of right to water and sanitation and require transformative 
action on violations of the right to water and sanitation. 

• Ensure that Civil Society Organizations working to address violations of the right to water and 
sanitation are properly resourced, have access to relevant information and can participate in decision 
making processes. 

To the United Nations mechanisms: 



• Request that States provide information in their periodic reports on how they address the 
comprehensive range of violations of the right to water and sanitation. 

• Ensure that complaints procedures are applied to ensure access to justice, including both restorative 
and transformative remedies. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

Geneva, 14th September 

Maria Amparo Alonso Escobar 
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